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Design for the Seven Generations

3 generations of our ancestors

The present generation

3 generations of our descendants
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      Everything the Power of the World does is done in a circle… Our tepees were round like the nests of birds, 
and these were always set in a circle…But the Wasichus have put us in these square boxes. Our power is 

gone and we are dying, for the power is not in us anymore.                                                                                         
Black Elk



Culture:

Cosmology, seven directions, eastern entry, the 
sacred circle, ceremonial spaces and structures, 
spirituality, solstices, numerology, sacred plants…. 



Community: Clustered communities minimize impact on the landscape, create 
strong social integration, integrate gathering space with dwelling, 
integrate work, play, learning, ceremony together. 



Climate 
Response:

Dynamic Structure responds to climate 
extremes – hot summers / cold winters:

  Summer Condition –
  Shade / ventilation / 
  open location to catch prevailing 
breezes

Winter Condition –
Double wall insulation / central heat / 
sheltered location 

“In the winter, our villages  stood on low, sheltered 
ground near the river, where the wind and cold 
could not reach us; in summer they were moved to 
higher ground where they could catch the cool 
winds.”  

The Arapaho Way 
Althea Bass



Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation



Northwest 
Coast

Climate:
Temperate

Region:
Forest, islands, 
waterways

Materials:
Cedar Timber, split 
planks, bark

Building Type:
Plank House

Cultures include:
Haida, Tlingit, 
Chinook, Kwakiutl, 
Salish 

Puyallup



Culture:  Longhouse design

Housing Case Study
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Elder’s Longhouse
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